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Background 
The attached document presents major activities of the Coalition Clean Baltic network with regards to water 
protection in agriculture carried out within 2017 and provides inputs to agenda items 3, 6-8. 
The Contracting Parties are invited to make use of the specific deliverables some of which are also available 
in several national languages, including: 
− CCB-report on ‘Efficient nutrient resource management within Baltic agriculture’ (Saving nutrients – Limit 

the Baltic Sea Eutrophication).  
− A brochure on phosphates role for eutrophication  
− Proposal for designation of nutrient sensitive areas (in Russian, will be translated into English in 2018) 
− Brief folder “Improve farm productivity by preventing the elimination of nitrogen and phosphorus from 

soil to water” (in English, Polish, Latvian and Lithuanian) 
− Brief practical guidelines on nutrient-balance calculation methods for farm gate balance 
 

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to take note of the provide information and use it as appropriate when discussing 
specific agenda items.  

 

https://goo.gl/qqS9vU
https://goo.gl/qqS9vU
https://goo.gl/CNuaUE
https://goo.gl/j7KRuv
https://goo.gl/RdL55X
https://goo.gl/RDPvzX
https://goo.gl/TQu5Rh
https://goo.gl/y2cXFc
https://goo.gl/tprJwm
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CCB’s work on water protection in agriculture within 2017 
Reductions of nutrient inputs/losses from agriculture is a crucial factor in fighting eutrophication of the Baltic 
Sea, and form a large part of CCB’s contribution to HELCOM BSAP. CCB’s Priority WA on Water Protection 
from Agriculture leads this work with a number of dedicated national experts. CCB’s actions are directed both 
at enforcement of pollution abatement requirements applicable to conventional, organic and industrial 
farming as well as at promotion of nutrient resource efficiency in agricultural sector. It supports 
implementation of the EU WFD, ND, IED, CAP, improves the coherence with HD/BD and MSFD, ensures 
implementation of HELCOM provisions (part 2 of Annex III of the Helsinki Convention) and provides synergies 
with PA Nutri and Bioeconomy of the EUSBSR. It is evident that reaching GES requires BSR agriculture to 
become sustainable by targeting runoff reductions to areas critical to nutrient losses and promoting best 
nutrient management and agri-environmental practices. It is addressed in CCB’s Biannual Strategy for 2016-
2017 and longer-term planning till 2020-2021, when GES should be achieved for the Baltic Sea. Specific focus 
was given to follow-up of updating by 2016 HELCOM provisions on pollution prevention from agriculture, 
reaching nutrient balanced fertilization, minimizing nutrient surplus and applying nutrient accounting at farm 
level in 2018. Likewise, follow-up on how CAP public payments to farms contribute to water protection was 
another important element. CCB’s work on raising attention to the EU ND implementation in the BSR 
contributed to e.g. designation of the whole territory of Poland as Nitrates Vulnerable Zones (NVZ). Lastly 
CCB has promoted EU circular economy approach for efficient use and recycling of limited natural mineral 
phosphorus, and climate-demanding nitrogen fertilizers.  
Nutrient resource management and nutrient runoff   
CCB continued to advocate for mitigation of the eutrophication of the Baltic Sea through implementation of 
agreed policies to reduce the nutrient load. Advocating at HELCOM and other Baltic stakeholders’ meetings 
for proper nutrient balanced fertilization practices and efficient use of fertilizer nutrients, saving nutrient 
resources and minimizing eutrophication, was performed via following-up and monitoring the 
implementation of agreed actions. CCB’s aim was to halt any attempt to water-down the adopted 
requirements, support the implementation of nutrient reduction targets and minimization of nutrient losses 
within the BSR. 
Assessment of CAP-subsidies efficiency for water protection plays a key role in devising an approach for 
successful and coherent implementation of sectoral policies with environmental acquis, including WFD, ND, 
MSFD, potentially also linking it to the EUSBSR. 
Within 2017 CCB continued to develop and promote strategies to address wise nutrient resource 
management, and to follow the EU roadmap towards Circular Economy, and support initiatives for 
management of critical raw materials like phosphorus and development of markets for raw materials like 
organic fertilizers. 
Activities: 
The following actions were planned and implemented by CCB in 2017; many of those are focused to Poland, 
as 38% of all farmland in BSR is found in Poland. 
a. Policy implementation follow-up 
- CCB agricultural experts took part and contributed to the process on reviewing and updating of part 2 

Annex III of the Helsinki Convention. It was originally planned to be accomplished in 2016, but due to 
delays with national processes and inputs on specific actions, has only started in 2017. Likewise CCB took 
part in discussion of HELCOM actions on nutrient-balanced fertilization practices and reduced nutrient 
runoff to be continued within 2018. 

- Assessment and mapping of different types of farmers payments from CAP-subsidies including direct 
income support, market intervention and agri-environmental schemes within a river basin with nutrient 
pollution has been initiated in 2017 and will be accomplished with a view to explore how much public 
payment to farms contributes to water protection. A limited study for two selected small river basins at 
north Poland – Słupia river and at the east-south Poland – Warężanka river has started. The general 
conclusions of the study are made available and will be used within 2018 at various policy level and expert 
events.  

http://www.ccb.se/project/water-protection-in-agriculture/
http://www.ccb.se/project/water-protection-in-agriculture/
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- CCB took part in the international conference "CAP 2020. Towards sustainable agriculture" that was 
dedicated to the future of EU's Common Agricultural Policy (CAP). The event was initiated and organized 
by the Estonian Fund for Nature on 1-2 September 2017 in Tallinn, prior to the informal meeting of the 
ministers of agriculture of the EU Member States. It resulted in an open letter from the speakers and 
participants of the conference “CAP 2020. Towards sustainable agriculture” submitted to the 
aforementioned meeting. The Conference i.a. addressed whether CAP subsidies helped in reducing 
pollution pressure from agriculture. 

- CCB joined the Living Land campaign of the European environmental NGOs, initiated by by BirdLife 
Europe & Central Asia, the European Environmental Bureau (EEB) and WWF EU with an aim to support 
organisations and concerned citizens to call on decision-makers to fundamentally rethink our agricultural 
policies.  

b. Testing efficient nutrient management at farm level 
- Original plan to engage 8 demonstration farms in BSR countries for testing efficient nutrient management 

and low-nutrient surplus, applying nutrient bookkeeping and nutrient-surplus calculations, as well 
devising site nutrient reduction targets, has been changed. 4 model farms were chosen in Poland, where 
nutrient balance and nutrient recycling approaches were introduced. The chosen farmers have good 
contact with neighbouring farms and good experience with information dissemination. The farms are 
located in Biadacz-Kamienisko near Kluczbork, Pokrzydowo near Brodnica and Grzybowo near Płock and 
Juchowo near Szczecinek. The fifth farm location was chosen at the Biodynamic Institute which is located 
in Järna, Sweden, where practical advice is provided to farmers, students, on organic method of 
cultivation, nutrient balance and improving soil condition. The work will continue in 2018. 

- A brief folder was produced to introduce best farm practices for saving nutrients-efficient, nutrient-
balanced fertilization and low-nutrient surplus agriculture in Polish. The title of folder is “Poprawa 
wydajności gospodarstwa rolnego poprzez zapobieganie wymywaniu azotu i fosforu z gleby do wód” 
(Improve farm productivity by preventing the elimination of nitrogen and phosphorus from soil to water). 
The folder describes effective instruments to save nutrients and is targeted to farmers, farmers 
organizations, advisory services, agricultural schools. It encourages target group for proper management 
of nutrient with the help of nutrient balances.  Folder covers the following issues: information on 
fertilization and the source of pollution on the farm level, the method how keep the nutrient in the soil 
and briefly outlines balance base on mineral fertilisation. The folder was printed in 1000 copies and 
disseminated at 8 farmer meetings/trainings. The folder was also translated into English, Latvian, 
Lithuanian languages and printed 500 copies by language. The folder was further on disseminate at 
farmers meeting at Lithuania and Latvia and will be disseminated further within 2018, including at 
HELCOM Ministerial Meeting and Baltic Sea Future Congress in Sweden. 

- Preparation of brief practical guidelines on nutrient-balance calculation methods for the farm gate 
balance, with examples of best applied practice has been accomplished. The guidelines were prepared 
in cooperation with Institute of Cultivation, Fertilization and Soil Science (IUNG) in Puławy, Poland and 
Biodynamic Institute in Järna, Sweden. The material is targeted to farmers to raise their awareness on 
importance of the nutrient balance. 

- Campaign “Saving nutrients in fertilization practices” to raise awareness among farmers organisations, 
advisory services and individual farmers has started in Poland in 2016 and continued in 2017, with eight 
trainings on proper fertilization being conducted and 198 farmers being trained. The trainings took place 
in Mikołów – 23.02.2017, Bielsko-Biała – 23.02.2017, Wrocław – 23.02.2017, Grzybów – 4.03.2017 and 
four trainings for students of agriculture high school in Biadacz-Kamienisko – in October and November 
2017. A folder on nutrient balanced fertilization (developed in 2016) was disseminated at the trainings. 
The trainings were prepared in cooperation with Advisory Services and Farmers Association “Ziarno”.  

c. Ecological Recycling and Organic Agriculture 
- Continuous support to the Information Centre in Poland in promoting ecological recycling agriculture 

(ERA) was provided; it offers farmers relevant information and advice on ERA practices, including low-
nutrient surplus agriculture as well as information on correct nutrient management and provide also this 
practice to the students of agriculture schools;  
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- Polish website on Ecological Recycling Agriculture was updated with information on new CCB materials 
connected to sustainable management of nutrients (e.g. folder and brochure); as well as on efficient 
management of nutrients (in cooperation with advisory service in Poland) and its products for 
consumers; targeted to agricultural institutions; farmers; consumers; media;  

- Support for development of new legislation for organic farming in Belarus was provided, by expert 
comments to the draft law on organic agriculture, and development of draft technical regulation on 
organic agriculture. Polish expert Prof. J. Tyburski visited 3 farms which are going to change production 
profile into organic in June 2017. He provided professional agricultural service, evaluated the soil 
condition and adviced what type of crops to use. He has also supported Belarusian colleagues in 
preparation regulation on organic agriculture. This components was implemented with matching 
financing from SIDA within the CCB’s Water Programme for Belarus.  

d. Saving and recycling nutrient resources 
- CCB continuously followed up the process of the EU circular economy package/circular economy strategy 

and presented its positions (from the whole network and individual organizations) within consultations; 
- A brief report on ́ Efficient nutrient resource management within Baltic agriculture - Saving nutrients´ has 

been prepared. The report presents the fundamental need for mankind and BSR to save phosphorus and 
nitrogen resources, obligatory EU regulation on N and P usage, HELCOM recommendation concern N and 
P management, the importance of nutrient balance in BSR. The Report was produced in English, and will 
be translated into several national languages within 2018; as it is targeted at Baltic governmental 
institutions; international conferences; farmer organizations; farmers, media - it will primarily be 
disseminated to those events in 2018, including at HELCOM Ministerial Meeting and Baltic Sea Future 
Congress in Sweden. 

e. Areas critical to phosphorus leaching/losses 
- Compilation of data has been initiated across the CCB network to produce and publish a CCB report on 

mapping of phosphorus-saturated soils on arable land in the BSR. Such soils are high-risk areas for 
phosphorus runoff.  Collection of data on phosphorus-saturated soils on arable land in the BSR is still 
ongoing due to differences in national data. All national information will be summarized and presented 
for the whole BSR (targeted at HELCOM; Baltic governmental institutions; experts; farmer organizations) 

- An approach for designation of risk areas for phosphorus losses to water bodies was developed in 
cooperation with Polish, Swedish and Belarusian experts and will be reported to relevant fora in 2018, 
including HELCOM and EUSBSR events.;  

- CCB continued to develop and present proposals for regulations/requirements on phosphorus 
fertilization on phosphorus-saturated arable land, to minimize runoff, e.g. requirements to limit 
phosphorus surplus fertilization. This activity is primarily targeted to HELCOM and decision-makers, as 
well as agriculture advisers. 

Results and Evidence:  
− CCB-report on ‘Efficient nutrient resource management within Baltic agriculture’ (Saving nutrients – Limit 

the Baltic Sea Eutrophication) has been prepared.  
− Collecting background information for CCB-map of phosphorus-saturated soils on arable land in the BSR 

and proposals for reduction of losses from phosphorus-saturated land 
o Data collection on phosphorus-saturated soils on arable land in the BSR has started. A brochure 

on phosphates role for eutrophication prepared  
o Proposal for designation of nutrient sensitive areas has been developed with NCM and Sida 

funded CCB’s activities in Belarus and will be translated into English in 2018 
− Developing brief folder on best farming practices for saving with nutrient-efficient fertilizer usage, 

nutrient-balanced fertilization and low-nutrient surplus agriculture  
o The brief folder “Improve farm productivity by preventing the elimination of nitrogen and 

phosphorus from soil to water” was produced in Polish. Printed in 1000 copies and disseminated 
at 8 farmer meetings/trainings. The folder was translated into English, Latvian, Lithuanian and 
printed in 500 copies per each language  

− Elaborating brief guidelines on nutrient-balance calculation methods 

https://goo.gl/qqS9vU
https://goo.gl/qqS9vU
https://goo.gl/CNuaUE
https://goo.gl/CNuaUE
https://goo.gl/j7KRuv
https://goo.gl/RDPvzX
https://goo.gl/RDPvzX
https://goo.gl/RdL55X
https://goo.gl/TQu5Rh
https://goo.gl/y2cXFc
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o Brief practical guidelines on nutrient-balance calculation methods for farm gate balance, with 
examples of best applied practice were prepared. The contact with Institute of Cultivation, 
Fertilization and Soil Science (IUNG) in Puławy - Poland and Biodynamic Institute in Järna – 
Sweden was establish. Interviews with farmers on nutrient balance were done.  

− Awareness raising campaign in Poland on saving nutrients in fertilization practices 
o 8 trainings on proper fertilization were conducted within awareness raising campaign on 

“Saving nutrients in fertilization practices” in Poland. Training session took place in the 
beginning of 2017 in following places: Mikołów – 23.02.2017, Bielsko-Biała – 23.02.2017,  
Wrocław – 23.02.2017, Grzybów – 4.03.2017 and four trainings for students of agriculture high 
school in Biadacz-Kamienisko – in October and November 2017 (cf. List of Participants and 
programme). Prepared materials on nutrient-balanced fertilization were disseminated at the 
trainings. Total trained number of farmers was 198.  The trainings were prepared with 
cooperation Advisory services and Farmers Association “Ziarno”. 

− Initiating expert support to up to 8 demonstration-farms for efficient nutrient management and low-
nutrient surplus, applying nutrient bookkeeping and nutrient-surplus calculations  

o 4 demonstration farms were chosen in Poland, which introduce nutrient balance and nutrient 
recycling. The farms are located in Biadacz-Kamienisko near Kluczbork, Pokrzydowo near 
Brodnica and Grzybowo near Płock. The fifth location is Biodynamic Institute which is located in 
Järna – Sweden. The work is still ongoing as it requires several seasons to follow the results on a 
longer-term basis.  

− Advocating at Baltic Sea level (HELCOM, EUSBSR) for proper nutrient balanced fertilization practices, 
efficient use of fertilizer nutrients and saving nutrient resources  

o At the policy level CCB kept on advocating for the need to focus regional environmental policies 
with regard to agricultural inputs on already agreed HELCOM ministerial commitments from 
2007, 2010 and 2013. It was been highlighted both at policy (see statement at HELCOM 38-2017, 
outcomes of HOD 52-2017, HOD 53/2017 – CCB pointing to the delays with agreed actions) and 
expert level (outcomes of AGRI 4-2017, AGRI 5-2017 stressing lack of progress in nutrient 
accounting and nutrient recycling, misleading national reporting, delays in revision of Annex III of 
the Helsinki Convention) and lack of ambition prior to the Ministerial Meeting in 2018. CCB’s own 
position on sustainable agriculture within BSR was also presented to experts at HELCOM 
Workshop on nutrient recycling. 

o CCB participated and contributed to HELCOM Seminar at 8th Annual Forum of the EU Strategy 
for the Baltic Sea Region with regards to minimisation of agriculture inputs as a contribution 
towards reaching GES in the Baltic Sea 

o CCB presented its position “Is CAP contributing to the clean Baltic Sea” at the “CAP 2020. Towards 
sustainable agriculture" Conference on 1-2 September 2018, which resulted in a joint Open letter 
to informal meeting of EU Agricultural Ministers 

o CCB joined the Living Land campaign of the European environmental NGOs: The campaign 
resulted that 258 708 individuals and organizations demonstrated to EU decision-makers that a 
thorough reform of EU CAP is urgently needed. 

o CCB submitted inputs to the EU Public Consultation/Survey on the Future of CAP  
− Supporting Information Centre to promote ecological recycling agriculture (ERA) in Poland, providing 

expertise and advise to farmers, including update of the ERA website 
o The Polish website on Ecological Recycling Agriculture (ERA) was updated and maintained with 

EU LIFE support. The website contains articles on ERA products for consumers. The site gains 
annually about 5000 visitors. 

o ERA Information Point, which operates on Mondays and Thursdays (10:00-14:00). It has the goal 
of providing information for general public, consumers, farmers on ERA, its impact on 
environment (surface waters and the Baltic), Baltic eutrophication, information on ERA-produced 
food. The average monthly number of calls was 10-15, accounting to 150 end-receivers of our 
information. Most frequently asked questions from the info-point were related to environmental 
aspects ERA vs. conventional agriculture, nutrient recycling, as well as practicalities on how to 
become ERA farmer, where to get relevant consultations. 

https://goo.gl/tprJwm
https://goo.gl/RAA7it
https://goo.gl/x81Q3z
https://goo.gl/lwjmUn
https://goo.gl/MLDXWZ
https://goo.gl/tq88Jo
https://goo.gl/NSvtVv
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HELCOM%2038-2017-401/MeetingDocuments/2-4%20Statements%20by%20BFFE,%20CCB%20and%20WWF%20at%20HELCOM%2038-2017%20high-level%20session.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052-2017-405/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HOD%2052-2017.pdf
https://goo.gl/a4ctUz
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/AGRI%204-2017-419/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20AGRI%204-2017.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/AGRI%205-2017-453/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HELCOM%20AGRI%205-2017.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HELCOM%20Workshop%20on%20nutrient%20recycling-418
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HELCOM%20Workshop%20on%20nutrient%20recycling-418
http://www.balticsea-region-strategy.eu/8th-annual-forum/programme/16-8th-annual-forum/seminar-information/590841-latest-status-of-the-sea-revealed
http://www.balticsea-region-strategy.eu/8th-annual-forum
http://www.balticsea-region-strategy.eu/8th-annual-forum
http://media.voog.com/0000/0037/1265/files/Mikhail%20Durkin_%20Is%20CAP%20contrinuting%20to%20the%20clean%20BS.pdf
http://elfond.ee/cap-conference
http://elfond.ee/cap-conference
http://elfond.ee/cap-conference/open-letter
http://elfond.ee/cap-conference/open-letter
https://goo.gl/9w7pZC.
https://www.living-land.org/campaign/
https://goo.gl/F2oGZh
http://www.rolnictwodlabaltyku.pl/
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o The Information Centre in Poland is promoting ecological recycling agriculture (ERA) and other 
environment friendly agriculture practices. The farmers received information and advice on ERA 
practices, including low-nutrient surplus agriculture as well as information on correct nutrient 
management. The materials and information are provided also to the students of agriculture 
schools. 

− Providing expert support on development of new organic farming legislation in Belarus (cf.here) 
o Promotion of environmentally friendly agriculture technologies: 17 farmers graduated for 

Organic school, 18 are still completing the course, 8 graduates got certified according to EU 
organic standard; check Organic school website and promo-video  

o Finalization of the Law on Organic agriculture: partners participated in 5 formal and monthly non-
formal working meetings of the Working group on Law elaboration under the Ministry of 
Agriculture of Belarus; 

o Preparation for the 5th international research-to-practice conference “Organic agriculture: 
foreign development experience and implementation in Belarus” has commenced; 

o A draft of the section on organic agriculture for the “National strategy of the agriculture 
adaptation to the climate change” prepared in 2017; 

o A brochure “Questions and answers on organic agriculture” for the Parliament officials 
elaborated; 

o 45 articles on organic agriculture, series of Programmes on radio and national television were 
produced  

o The printed materials produced booklet “What is organic agriculture” – 1000 copies, brochure 
“Growing organic bushberries” – 500 copies.  

o In addition, CCB supported 2 events on sustainable agriculture in Lviv, Ukraine: Seminar on 
Ecological Safety and Sustainable Agriculture in April and Organic and Natural Products Fair in 
October 2017, both contributing to promotion of best EU agri-environmental practices and 
standards 

− Initiating assessment and mapping of efficiency of CAP-subsidies for farmers within 2 selected river basins 
with nutrient pollution 

o A limited study for two selected small river basins at north Poland – Słupia river and at the east-
south Poland – Warężanka river has started. The general conclusions of the study are presented 
here.  
 

 Industrial Animal Farming (IAF)   
Intensive rearing of animals represents an important source for overfertilizing of adjacent farmland. This 
sector needs to be addressed by improving management of its waste flows (manure, slurry, urea, etc). CCB 
has been involved in Baltic wide activities related to IAFs for 15 years. In 2014-15, CCB participated via the 
IED Forum in the process for development of the new IED (former IPPC) BAT/BEP document. After 
consultation period, new legally-binding requirements for IAF was finally adopted by EC in February 2017. In 
2016 CCB performed series of seminars promoting the new BREF for IAFs in the BSR and in 2017 provided 
inputs to national events in Ukraine and Belarus on this topic. 
HELCOM has via BSAP and its follow-up process adopted a number of actions related to manure management 
and farmland fertilization. CCB actively participates in development of HELCOM policies related to manure 
management and minimizing farmland nutrient runoff. Through advocating at HELCOM meetings, CCB 
supports the full implementation of HELCOM actions that are stricter than EU requirements legislation (e.g. 
cover not only poultry and pigs, but also cattle).     
The CCB focused its work on IAF in Poland, as most of the IAFs in the BSR are located there. 
Activities: 
In the field of Industrial Animal Farming within 2017, CCB has continued its campaign to advocate the Baltic-
wide environmental standards concerning the IAF that i.a. consisted of  
a. Advocating for full implementation of HELCOM agreements/actions related to IAFs, via participation in 

relevant HELCOM meetings.  

https://goo.gl/VEL5n5
http://organicschool2017.tilda.ws/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h5DIl6-8nv4
http://www.ccb.se/?event=seminar-ecological-safety-and-sustainable-agriculture
http://www.ccb.se/?event=seminar-ecological-safety-and-sustainable-agriculture
http://www.ccb.se/?event=organic-and-natural-products-fair&event_date=2017-10-14
https://goo.gl/TydfJy
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- CCB participated in the discussion of the process to review/updating of the Annex III, to strengthen 
requirements on e.g. nutrient-balanced fertilization practices and type of animal farms that should apply 
to Annex III requirements.  

b.  “Educate-the-educators” and dissemination of knowledge/training materials 
- Advisory service for local communities living in the neighborhood of industrial animal farms – over 35 

consultations were provided via email, telephone and eye-to-eye meetings, regarding legal procedures, 
environmental protection and nature conservation law, possibilities of counteracting the negative effect 
of industrial livestock farming. This activity included also visits on 8 farms and places of planned farms in 
Poland. 

- Work on development of two packages of educational materials on IAF for agricultural schools was 
conducted and includes handbook for teachers, with various educational scenarios (education planning) 
and for students with brief information on IAF impacts on the environment and local communities and 
possible solutions – the materials will be finalized, printed and send out to all agricultural schools in 
Poland in 2018. 

- The survey of selected industrial livestock farms has been completed. The survey was dedicated to 
compliance with environmental regulations, mainly Annex III to the Helsinki Convention. Its results are 
being analysed and the report will be published in 2018. 

- The project thematic webpage in English has been maintained and regularly updated. The information 
on the website include promotion of the amended IRPP BREF document. The website was updated with 
over 20 html pages. Project’s activities were also promoted via the Green Federation “GAJA”. 

- The work on elaboration of the leaflet about the challenges of the IAF for the Baltic Sea Environment and 
possible solutions to target livestock farmers was continued during 2017 and the leaflet will be printed 
and sent out to farmers’ organizations in 2018.  

- Participation in the administrative procedures connected with investment process on establishing of new 
farms – Green Federation “GAJA” has participated in 1 procedure. 

- Expeditions to 12 livestock farms and complexes were organised. A technique for using aerial 
photography to study the environmental impact on the territory around potentially harmful agricultural 
objects has been worked out during the expeditions. 

- Assistance in organization of a study visit of the Belarusian farmers and agricultural experts to the large-
scale organic farm “Juchowo” in July 2017. 

- Presentation on industrial livestock farming in the Baltic Sea catchment area (“Baltic Sea and Agriculture 
– problems, challenges and solutions”) was given during the CCB’s summer school “Our Common Baltic 
2017” (Hel, Poland, 03-07.07.2017). 

- Active participation in the international seminar organized by the World Laboratory and EkoTerra – 
“Ecological Safety and Sustainable Agriculture – Agroport Lviv 2017”, with presentation entitled 
“Environmental protection and in industrial animal farms’ operations” Industrial livestock farming and 
the environment protection” (Lviv, Ukraine, 27.04.2017). 

- Active participation in the conference “The Warmia and Mazury Community in the face of the expansion 
of large-scale livestock farms”, with presentation entitled “Problems related to the operation of large-
scale animal farms in Poland and the Baltic Sea region“ (Olsztyn, Poland 19.06.2017). 

- Active participation in the international conference “Emissions of Gas and Dust from Livestock – EmiLi 
2017” (Saint-Malo, 21-24.05.2017). 

Results and Evidence:  
Primarily, the work was targeted to industrial livestock farms owners, students and teachers of agricultural 
schools, local societies endangered by the negative impact of industrial animal farms, public administration 
and decision-makers on regional, national and international level responsible for environmental protection 
and nature conservation in agriculture, other NGOs, civil society, media. In every target group there was 
approx. equal participation of women and men. There was no group negatively affected by the project.  
The work was coordinated by CCB Expert on Industrial Animal Farming, who worked in close cooperation with 
1 volunteer from the Green Federation “GAJA”. Moreover, the core group of the project cooperated directly 

http://www.ccb-industrialanimalfarming.eu/
http://www.gajanet.pl/
http://www.ccb.se/?event=seminar-ecological-safety-and-sustainable-agriculture
http://www.ccb.se/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/j-skorupski_agroport-2017.pdf
http://czystemazury.org/pdf/Prezentacja-WarmiaMazuryFermy-1_21.pdf
http://czystemazury.org/pdf/Prezentacja-WarmiaMazuryFermy-1_21.pdf
https://colloque.inra.fr/emili2017_eng/
https://colloque.inra.fr/emili2017_eng/
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with 7 local leaders in Germany, Lithuania, Estonia, Belarus, Latvia, Finland and Poland, as well as 5 other 
NGOs interested in the issue (West Pomeranian Nature Society, Polish Ecological Club, Polish Society for 
Conservation Genetics LUTREOLA, Society of Friends of the River Ina and Gowienica, Aquarius Foundation), 
two universities (University of Szczecin, Institute for Research on Biodiversity/Department of Ecology and 
Environmental Protection and West Pomeranian University of Technology, Department of Genetics and 
Animal Breeding) and the Institute of Soil Science and Plant Cultivation.  
It is assumed that project activities reached directly about 40 local districts, with the direct temporary or 
permanent cooperation with 5 local leaders and indirectly – through the dedicated webpage, more than 5,000 
people in Poland.   
Report on public monitoring of IAF installations in Belarus 
Seminars promoting sustainable farming incl. IAF practices   

− Seminar: Ecological Safety and Sustainable Agriculture, 27.04.2017, Lviv, Ukraine    
− Organic and Natural Products Fair, 14.10.2017, Lviv, Ukraine   

Advocacy  
− At the policy level  

o CCB kept on advocating for the need to focus regional environmental policies with regard to 
agricultural inputs on already agreed HELCOM ministerial commitments from 2007, 2010 and 
2013. It was been highlighted both at policy (see statement at HELCOM 38-2017, outcomes of 
HOD 52-2017, HOD 53/2017 – CCB pointing to the delays with agreed actions) and  

− At expert level  
o Cf. outcomes of AGRI 4-2017, AGRI 5-2017 stressing lack of progress in nutrient accounting and 

nutrient recycling, misleading national reporting, delays in revision of Annex III of the Helsinki 
Convention) and lack of ambition prior to the Ministerial Meeting in 2018.  

o CCB’s own position on sustainable agriculture within BSR was also presented at expert level at 
HELCOM Workshop on nutrient recycling 

 
 

https://goo.gl/mgM1gU
https://goo.gl/4in1Rq
http://www.ccb.se/?event=seminar-ecological-safety-and-sustainable-agriculture
http://www.ccb.se/?event=seminar-ecological-safety-and-sustainable-agriculture%20
http://www.ccb.se/?event=organic-and-natural-products-fair&event_date=2017-10-14
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HELCOM%2038-2017-401/MeetingDocuments/2-4%20Statements%20by%20BFFE,%20CCB%20and%20WWF%20at%20HELCOM%2038-2017%20high-level%20session.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052-2017-405/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HOD%2052-2017.pdf
https://goo.gl/a4ctUz
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/AGRI%204-2017-419/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20AGRI%204-2017.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/AGRI%205-2017-453/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HELCOM%20AGRI%205-2017.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HELCOM%20Workshop%20on%20nutrient%20recycling-418
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